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NIT-R in crisis as chairperson-director row worsens 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/NIT-R-in-crisis-as-chairperson-director-row-

worsens/articleshow/49112795.cms 

BHUBANESWAR: An on-going tussle between chairperson of the Board of Governors (BOG) of National Institute of 

Technology, Rourkela (NITR) and its director worsened on Friday deepening the administrative crisis in the premier 

engineering institution. 

NIT director Sunil Sarangi rejected a direction of BOG chairperson Vasantha Ramaswamy to reinstate suspended 

registrar S K Upadhyay. Sarangi had suspended Upadhyay on September 20 for alleged insubordination and given the 

charge to a deputy registrar while he was on tour. He took the additional charge himself from Thursday. "The BOG's 

direction can't be executed because the order is not based on reasoning. Being the principal executive officer of the 

institute, I can't violate the law," Sarangi told TOI. 

Sarangi said the revocation of suspension can be done only by the BOG when it meets. "Though the chairperson can take 

power of the board in an emergency situation, revocation of suspension is not an emergency," he said. 

Pune-based Ramaswamy, when contacted over phone, said her letter is self-explanatory and she had quoted the 

relevant sections of the NIT Act why the registrar should be reinstated forthwith. "Now it is up to him (the director). I 

don't want to explain it further," she said. 

"I hold the suspension order passed by the director prima facie not warranted and I hereby revoke the suspension order 

issued by the director with immediate effect. The BOG will be informed of the action taken by me for confirmation and 

ratification. I direct that the registrar shall resume his office as such," Ramaswamy wrote in a letter dated September 24 

to Sarangi (Copy available with TOI). She highlighted that the suspension decision was taken in haste without prior 

approval from either the BOG or the chairperson. 

After his suspension, Upadhyay has given a representation to the Ramaswamy the same day stating that he was 

suspended because he declined to obey the director's order to send a letter to the BOG chairperson that all the BOG 

orders after the 44th BOG meeting were withdrawn, which was not possible. 

NIT insiders are in a fix on whether the BOG chairperson's order or the director's would be valid in such a scenario. 

The tug of war between Sarangi and Ramaswamy started in January after dismissal of a probationary employee by the 

institute (director). At Ramaswamy's behest, the BOG passed a resolution restoring him. However, the Union ministry of 

human resources development set aside the restoration. Ever since, the BOG boss and the director are opposed to each 

other's decisions. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/NIT-R-in-crisis-as-chairperson-director-row-worsens/articleshow/49112795.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/NIT-R-in-crisis-as-chairperson-director-row-worsens/articleshow/49112795.cms
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More students to take IIT-JEE exam? 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/More-students-to-take-IIT-JEE-exam/articleshow/49130873.cms 

KOLKATA: The JEE Apex Board (JAB) has proposed to increase the number of candidates appearing in the IIT-JEE 

(advanced) examination from 1.5 lakh to 2 lakh from 2016. They have also asked the IIT Council, where all the directors 

of IITs are members and which is chaired by HRD minister Smriti Irani, to take a call on merging the existing two-tier 

admission system into one, exclusively for the IIT aspirants.  

In a meeting at IIT-Guwahati on Sunday, it was decided to propose a change in the number of candidates appearing in 

IIT-JEE (advanced). "Till this year, the top 1.5 lakh students from JEE (main) could sit for IIT-JEE (advanced) and around 

10,000 ranks were awarded to fill up seats in the IITs across the country," said a member of JAB.  

He added, "The number of seats available at the IITs has increased considerably as new IITs have also come into 

existence. But, over the past three years, only 1.5 lakh students could make it to the IIT-JEE (advanced) examination 

which is conducted by the IITs. We wanted to ensure that more students could take the competitive examination as 

seats have remained vacant even this year." JAB also felt that more counselling rounds could be held if additional ranks 

are offered.  

In 2016, eighteen IITs will take students from IIT-JEE (advanced) examination. Till 2015, three rounds of counselling were 

done by the IITs. This year, at IIT-Kharagpur, around 30 seats remained empty across all the faculties. Taking into 

account all the IITs, the number is around 200. "The vacant seats include even those where students had paid the fees 

and taken admission but did not turn up," a senior IIT official said.  

The proposal to scrap the two-phase IIT entrance examination, comprising JEE (main) and IIT-JEE (advanced), and hold 

only one entrance test for all the IITs has been referred to the IIT Council. The meeting of the council is slated to be held 

in October following the JAB meeting where both the proposals will be considered and debated.  

"The HRD ministry is keen to hold a single entry admission test for all the engineering colleges. The IITs want their own 

entrance examination which will be conducted by each IIT in rotation from each of the seven zones. The two-tier 

admission system may remain in place till 2016. From 2017 onwards a change is likely in the admission process to the 

country's premier institution. The final call will be taken by the IIT Council subsequently," said the JAB member.  

According to some IIT faculty members, the higher-education institutes find the two-step entrance examination 

cumbersome. "The nature of examination where 10,000 students are selected and the nature of examination from 

which few lakh students are selected can't be the same. There has to be a difference between the admission test 

conducted for the IITs and other engineering colleges. All IIT aspirants have to mandatorily appear in JEE (main) 

examination from where the shortlisting is done for IIT-JEE (advanced). We want an examination exclusively for the IITs," 

said a senior IIT faculty member.  

"At the moment, cumbersome process leads to a waste of time that could be a reason why some IIT seats remain 

vacant. It also puts a lot of stress on candidates who have to hold their concentration for over a month from appearing 

in JEE Main to holding the IIT-JEE Advanced", he added.  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/More-students-to-take-IIT-JEE-exam/articleshow/49130873.cms
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IIT admission became a two-phase affair in 2013 at the prodding of the HRD ministry. The ministry wanted to bring 

admissions to all engineering colleges under one roof and decided to hold a common entrance test for NITs and IITs. But 

when IIT-Kanpur threatened to quit the common entrance system and hold its own admission test on its own, MHRD 

allowed the IITs to hold a second test (IIT-advanced). 
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PEC pushes for IIT upgrade 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chandigarh/PEC-pushes-for-IIT-upgrade/articleshow/49133759.cms 

CHANDIGARH: The call to upgrade PEC University of Technology as an Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) is once 

again gaining momentum, with an increased push from the UT administration. A number of meetings are being held 

between PEC and UT officials to nudge the ministry of human resource and development (MHRD) into upgrading PEC as 

a centrally-funded institute - either an IIT or a National Institute of Technology (NIT). 

 

Interestingly, the 12th five-year plan also makes a mention of upgrading several institutions into central institutions. PEC 

and Chandigarh College of Architecture (CCA) are amongst the higher education Institutes (HIEs) from UTs that have 

been named as those with potential for an upgrade. 

 

Confirming that a meeting was recently held with UT adviser Vijay Kumar Dev to pursue the matter with the MHRD, 

which has received the proposal through UT, PEC director Manoj K Arora said PEC had all the ingredients to be 

converted to a central-level institute. "PEC is one of the oldest institutes in the region. Had it become an IIT, it would have 

been amongst the earliest IITs in the country," he told TOI. 

 

"While Chandigarh is geographically well-placed and would cater to students of the region and neighbouring states, it is a 

fact that students prefer PEC to lower-ranked IITs. In a way, we are already working like an IIT," Arora added. 

 

The PEC director and senior officials from the institute met the adviser on September 24 to discuss the matter and redraft 

a proposal. Arora said if PEC is upgraded to an IIT, grants and infrastructure will improve and PEC can be made a 'smart 

campus' in the real sense. "This was also discussed with the adviser and we are working toward making this happen," he 

said. 

 

PEC deputy director Sanjeev Sofat said that the upgrading PEC would give it financial and administrative autonomy. "It 

will be good for the institute as well as its students. Just like the Bengal Engineering College was converted into an IIT, 

we would gain national importance against the current status of a deemed university," he added. 

 

>>PROS and CONS 

 

>What works in favour of PEC 

 

Already listed to be upgraded in the 12th five-year plan 

 

Geographic location: Caters to students from Himachal, J&K, Haryana and Punjab - many of whom prefer PEC over 

lower-ranked IITs 

 

Working on IITs' academic model 

 

>What works against? 

 

>Other IITs in the region: If PEC gets upgraded to an IIT, it would be third one in the region after IIT Ropar and IIT 

Mandi, making it one of the highest concentrations of these nationally-governed institutes. 

 

>'Deemed-to-be-university' tag, which places institutions under private varsities 

 

>>12th five-year plan 

 

12th five-year plan mentions developing central Institutions as quality-leading Institutions and upgrading of several 

institutions into central institutions. Higher education institutes that have been listed in the plan as exhibiting potential in 

the UTs that come under the central government (through the ministry of home affairs) include the PEC University of 

Technology and Chandigarh College of Architecture. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chandigarh/PEC-pushes-for-IIT-upgrade/articleshow/49133759.cms

